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CHUFAN GAO

BS, Computer Science and 
Mathematical Statistics, Purdue 
University (2019); MS, Robotics, 
Carnegie Mellon University (2022)

What have you been doing since the publication of 
your article in JPUR, volume 8?

I have completed a master’s degree and am now pursuing 
a PhD in machine learning for health care at University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

What are your career goals?

I would love to become an AI research scientist at a 
major tech company and make contributions that apply 
to our daily lives—for example, improving diagnostics 
from wearables, using language models to assist clini-
cians, or aiding in discovering medical insights from 
literature.

How did the research you 
did as an undergraduate 
at Purdue impact your 
current endeavors? 
What is the value of 
undergraduate research?

My time at Purdue served 
as a launchpad due to the 
experience I gained and 
allowed me to apply for 
further internships, which 
eventually allowed me 
to pursue a master’s and 
PhD later on.

How did the faculty mentor relationship impact you 
during your time at Purdue?

My faculty mentor was extremely valuable in terms of 
general research guidance, helping me write a research 
abstract for the first time, and aiding me in narrowing 
down my methodology.

How did the experience of publishing an article in 
JPUR benefit you? What advice would you give to 
other undergraduates at Purdue who are interested in 
contributing to the journal?

It inspired me to pursue more research opportunities. 
Publishing at Purdue is also a great resume slot that you 
can use for the future. Don’t be afraid to ask your advisor 
all the questions you are curious about.

What advice would you give to other undergraduates 
at Purdue who are interested in doing research?

Just do it! It may seem daunting at first, but it isn’t once 
you get into it. Also, it allows you to learn extremely 
valuable skills such as project management, goal-setting, 
and self-teaching abilities.
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