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What have you been doing since the publication of
your article in JPUR, volume 7?
I continued my education abroad in Montreal, getting my master’s degree in art history at Concordia
University. I have written and presented internationally on topics in Mesoamerica and Indigenous
North America. These are available through my
YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC3bRGTYX5Vopt-YmOrQTzBw/videos
What are your career goals?
I want to work in museum education, using collections
to help people understand the role of art in society and
foster more meaningful engagement within the museum
institution.

Archaeology Society (CLAAS), which now publishes
its own open-source journal. My work on “Fang and
Feather” helped me find my passion for Indigenous art
and studies that I have been able to turn into a fulfilling career.
How did the faculty mentor relationship impact you
during your time at Purdue?
It was something I cherish. I would never have gotten to where I am if it weren’t for Dr. Blanton and Dr.
Otarolla-Castillo. They encouraged me to find my passion and helped me develop the skills I needed to communicate the data. Talking to Blanton during office hours
is one of my favorite memories of Purdue. Articulating
ideas was always a struggle, as my brain seemed to be
four steps ahead of my mouth, but Blanton was a patient
man who listened to my rambling about the anthropology of art. He then took it one step further by sending
me articles he thought were relevant, or even just newspaper clippings he thought I would find interesting.
How did the experience of publishing an article in
JPUR benefit you? What advice would you give to
other undergraduates at Purdue who are interested in
contributing to the journal?

How did the research you
did as an undergraduate
at Purdue impact your
current endeavors? What is
the value of undergraduate
research?
My undergraduate thesis
(which was the subject of
my JPUR article) launched
my academic career. It
brought me to lead a session
at the SAA Annual Meeting
in Washington, DC, fostered connections with
other Mesoamericanists
internationally, and eventually led me to found the
Canadian Latin American

FANG AND FEATHER:

The Origin of Avian-Serpent Imagery at Teotihuacan and Symbolic
Interaction With Jaguar Iconography in Mesoamerica
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Kathryn Math is a graduating
senior from the departments of
anthropology and art history. Her
focus is the intersection of mythology, art, society, and identity. She
will be continuing her graduate
studies in art history at Concordia
University in Montreal, Canada.

Richard Blanton received his PhD
in anthropology from the University of Michigan in 1970 and joined
the faculty at Purdue University in
1976. He specializes in archaeology,
economic anthropology, regional
analysis, political anthropology,
cross-cultural analysis, and theory.
Erik Otárola-Castillo is an
archaeologist, human evolutionary
biologist, and biostatistician. His
specialties include evolution, ecology, and diversity of behavior in
prehistoric and modern populations of hunter-gatherers, as well
as the effects that climatic change,
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and-distribution had on the diet of
some of the first North American native populations.
Dr. Otárola-Castillo directs the Laboratory for Computational Anthropology and Anthroinformatics (LCA).
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After publishing in JPUR, I
felt more confident submitting to other journals. In the
back of my head, there was
this little voice telling me
I shouldn’t bother because
my work wasn’t interesting
or relevant enough for professional journals to print.
But, then I would point
to my article in JPUR and
argue that I was published
already. What I had to say
was important. My advice
is simple: do it. Submit
your work. Just because you
wrote your research when
you were young doesn’t
make it any less worthwhile.
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What advice would you give to other undergraduates
at Purdue who are interested in doing research?
Find your question. I didn’t start my thesis knowing
exactly what I was going to argue. It started with “why is
Teotihuacan the only site that puts this much reverence
on serpents when everywhere else treats them as beings
of evil?” I ended up with a revolutionary application
of statistics to art history, a novel understanding
of Teotihuacan that had never been considered by
professionals decades in tenure, and a passion that hasn’t
faded.

Math, K. (2017). Fang and feather: The origin of
avian-serpent imagery at Teotihuacan and symbolic
interaction with jaguar iconography in Mesoamerica.
Journal of Purdue Un-dergraduate Research, 7, 18–26.
https://doi. org/10.5703/1288284316393

148

Journal of Purdue Undergraduate Research: Volume 12, Fall 2022

