
INDOT Traffic Safety Office 
http://www.in.gov/dot/2357.htm 

Hot Topics In Traffic Safety 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we set this topic there had been some hope that we would be filling the time talking about things likeThe New Surface Transportation Law And how the Safety Programs would be affected.Oh Well, Maybe Next Year!



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 One will die violently in a vehicle crash during his/her lifetime 
 

  7 will be injured in a crash during their lifetimes…some more than once.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Hottest Topic in Traffic Safety is always the potential to save lives and minimize Injuries.That’s why we were granted a safety track today to look at many of the different types of safety improvements that can be made.Later on you’ll hear about Lane Departure and Intersection Safety improvements And the best crash data analysis techniques to  help you decide what needs to be done.
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Traffic Deaths 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we talk about where we’re going we should take a look at where we are.This table show the total FATALITIES for 2008, 09, 10 & 11 (in dark red)5 Year Averages of those numbers are in TanNotice that the 5 year averages show a steady downward trend
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we’ve plotted (Roger Manning) the FATATLITES against the Progress Trend line.This is one way to look at statewide Traffic Safety Performance per the goals in the �Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP)
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Severe Crashes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the Annual and 5 Year Average values for Severe CRASHES Averaging the data tends to clarify the individual year ups and downs to give a clearer picture of the crash trends
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Severe Crashes 

Severe Crashes Severe Crashes (Linear Projection at -97)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have Severe Crashes Plotted to the SHSP Performance Trend Line for Severe crashes.The States vary quite a bit in how they report severe crashesIndiana uses Officer Reported Incapacitating  Crashes  and Fatal crashes for the count of Severe Crashes.An Incapacitating Crash means that at least one person involved in the crash had to be transported to a medical care facility. That means that we are looking at the 2% worst crashes in any given year.
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FATAL CRASHES 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On this table we’ve broken down Fatal Crashes by Type of RoadIt’s not unexpected that high speed rural state highways have the largest share of fatal crashes.  Speeds are High  - Response Times are Longer  -  and We’ll see The Crash types in a minute.
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SEVERE CRASHES 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Severe Crashes are a bit differentNotice that Local and County Roads take the lead when Incapacitating Injuries are added to the mix
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Lane Departure Casualties 

INCAPACITATING FATAL

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OK, I asked you wait a minute and this is why.Single Vehicle Lane Departure Crashes make up almost ½ of all SEVERE CRASHESThis is a problem that is equally shared by State and Local Road Networks.Even Local and City Roads have this problem.That’s a very Distracting Number!
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Intersection Casualties 

INCAPACITATING FATAL

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we look at Intersections its not so surprising that the Local Road System has the most Severe Crashes when that network has by far the most intersections.And don’t forget that many of them are the most congested intersections Often on relatively high speed local 



Prevent Lane Departure Crashes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are just a few of the Countermeasures that can be used to reduce Severe Crashes Center line or edge line Rumble Strips show promise in keeping even distracted driver in their travel lanes.As long as they don’t confuse the rumble with their cell phone going off with a new text message that just has to be answered right then!



Prevent Lane Departure Crashes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the Edge Line Rumble on a rainy night.



Reduce Severity of Lane Departure Crashes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have great hope that Safety Edge will have a long term effect of reducing Pavement Departures Crashes by up to 15% This is now a standard in INDOT Paving Specifications and we encourage the local agencies to add a Safety Edge to their resurface contracts where ever they have the space.The cost is minimal additional material and I’m told that there are now 4 vendors for the spring loaded paver attachments.Also notice what a clean well compacted edge remains after rolling.



Reduce Severity of Intersection Crashes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you have crash problems at an intersection you may want to consider any of a number of Low Cost improvements to  the visability of yoru traffic controls.This is in Illinois where they decided to place Double 60 inch STOP signs to get the driver attention.



Reduce Severity of Intersection Crashes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sometimes the answer is to reconfigure an intersection.Roundabouts are popular safety countermeasures because they can solve congestion and safety problems in one project.Due to the geometry and low travel speeds of 25 mph or less in the circle the incidence of Severe Crashes is very low.



Build a GIS Base Map of Crashes 
 GIS can use combinations of mapped variables   
 Build and analyze new variables 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, You cant fix what your don’t know is brokenLike the old police Push Pin Maps, a GIS based map layer of crash data can tell you a great deal about where and what you need to do.The Current Version OF the ARIES Crash Reporting Tool uses an INDOT Map Layer enhanced with Homeland Security information to provide Law Enforcement Officers with Point and Click Crash Reporting. The program is in deployment now.  Many State Police Posts and local departments are being trained and the tool deployed this year. We hope to have state wide coverage by 2013 and much more accurate crash location data with in 4 years. 



INDOT Traffic Safety Office 
http://www.in.gov/dot/2357.htm 
 Office Manager is Mike Holowaty Phone 

(317) 232-5337  mholowaty@indot.in.gov  
 

 Strategic Highway Safety Plan Manager: Roger Manning 
(317) 232-5204 rmanning@indot.in.gov 
 

 Safe Routes to School Coordinator: Mike O’Loughlin 
(317) 232-5653 moloughlin@indot.in.gov 
 

 Rail/Highway Crossing Safety Coordinator: Kevin Knoke 
 (317) 233-3944  kknokeWindot.in.gov   
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