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/r>awmgs urtesy University of Missouri press
The 13-lined ground//sq re , often- " Theyvaryin weight from around 5 ounces
times called '"gopher! \r Istriped go- in early spring to almost twice that in
pher', derives it m “frém the thir- the fall after they have accumulated fat
teen alternatinglight dgrk stripes on - to last them during the long winter fast.
its back. Thesef{mma\ls areactive from Their preferredhabitatis open fields or
late March or eg&il)//Apnl until late Sep- brushy areas. They are not usually
tember or mid-October, when they enter found in forests or in damp ground.
their unde %burrows to pass the ‘
winter in a hibernation. Mating Thirteen-lined ground squirrels may be
takes shortly after they awaken distinguished from tree squirrels by
from thei inter's sleep and the young their shorter andless bushytails and by
are born blind, naked andhelpless about the fact that they live underground and
one month later. Only one litter is pro- are not good climbers. Theymore near-
duced each year and this may vary in ly resemble chipmunks, but the latter
number from 5 to 14 young. Adult ground animal does nothave thirteenalternating
squirrels are about 11 inches in length. stripes and is smaller in size.
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The Franklin or gray ground squirrel

is larger, beingmore nearly the size of

the gray tree squirrel. They are less

numerous than 13-lined ground squirrels

and favor the concealment offered by

brushy or wooded cover adjoining culti-
vated fields. Breeding habits, so far as

known, are similar tothe 13-lined. Dam-
age to planted corn and other crops is

usually confinedtoa stripalong the edge

of a field.

The food of ground squirrels consists of

roots, fruits, seeds and leafy vegetation.
Because of these food habits, the animals

often become troublesome pests by dig-
ging up corn and other newly-planted

seeds. Theyalso cause damage to lawns,
golf courses, or other turf areas. They

are readily controlled by the use of poi-
sons, gases, or traps.

(C )

Use of Gases

Ground squirrels may be killed by bur-
row fumigation with calcium cyanide.

This material releases dea

hydrocyan-

ic acid gas upon contact v@}t‘%a\;\;/A scant

tablespoonful should bel ins\

burrow and the ent}l?ncg

ed in the
vered with a

piece of sod or other, yﬁg\terial making
sure that the calcium/cyanide is not cov-
ered with dirt. This is a dangerous sub-

stance and sh}m@é\\\gsed with caution.
/"\w
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Use of Tr@g\\

\\3ffective

for

removing

Trappi is
small ?ﬁgf\swa/fions of ground squirrels.

~

Eith’;?;//r'“i\lu nber 0 steel traps or regular
wood: n-base snap traps, used to take
}aj:s hould be placed in shallow de-
‘,,[ﬁé\S\i'ons near the burrow entrance and

-

§g\h§;§rw}c0vered with fine dry dirt. The

sprinkling small amounts of grain on

y/h"e earth covering them.

<~\<a\ni\méls can be lured into the traps by
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