








Voices of Resistance 289

Sori and had developed a track record for torturing tribal community 
members in the region.

Figure 7.2. Poster calling for the masses to “Stand up for Soni Sori” (http://www.
facebook.com/#!/photo.php?�id=10150526829646608&set=a.429686291607.2170
59.692416607&type=1&theater).

I began this book by setting up the platform for the thesis of the cul-
ture-centered approach, empirically documenting the dramatic shrinkage 
of communicative spaces of participation and dialogue ironically through 
the very projects of participation and dialogue amidst neoliberal reforms 
that are being carried out globally. Even as the opportunities for public 
participation and voice are being dramatically limited, the voices of resis-
tance from across the globe share with us their stories of everyday struggles 
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through which they seek to open up these sites and spaces to opportuni-
ties for participation and for the expression of alternatives to the narrowly 
constructed neoliberal framework of governance driven by greed, desire 
for wealth accumulation, and privileging of private property. It is my hope 
that as you have listened to these various voices of resistance across the 
globe, you have come across the tremendous potential in the diversity of 
human thought and human constructions of narratives to offer us with 
hope, through alternative narratives of harmony, sustenance, solidarity, 
collective ownership, and relationships of mutual support.

Voices
Mohan J. Dutta

West Lafayette, January 26, 2012 (Indian Republic Day)

In your voices,
I hear the stories
Of conviction,

courage, and hope.

In your voices,
I hear the calls
For friendship
And protest.

In your voices.
I hear the anger
At the injustices,

abuses, and oppressions.

In your voices,
I hear the dreams,
songs and poems

That imagine a better world. 

Notes
1. The sedition act has been largely used across India more recently in order to 

brand activists resisting neoliberal policies as Maoist and to place them in jail. 
For many activists, the sedition act uses state-based control mechanisms to 
erase voices of dissent.


