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knowledge structures of neoliberalism are resisted by offering alternative 
knowledge structures that are rooted in alternative values.

Figure 2.7. General Assembly at Occupy Wall Street.

Alternative mediated sites such as the Global Revolution (http://www.
livestream.com/globalrevolution) and WEvolution (http://www.wevo-
lutiontv.org/) serve as the spaces for co-constructing these voices of re-
sistance from the grassroots into global discursive sites. In doing so, the 
livestreaming of mediated depictions of localized resistance offer alterna-
tive narratives to the neoliberal agendas of mainstream media, re-narrating 
neoliberal agendas by occupying them and offering alternative discursive 
entry points. On the WEvolution site, for instance, individual stories of 
Americans disrupt the narratives of neoliberalism by interrogating the as-
sumptions underlying the large-scale inequalities within the US and glob-
ally. Occupying, therefore, becomes the framework for offering alternative 
structures around issues and topics that have traditionally been narrated 
through the hegemonic interests of mainstream media. Local meanings 
emerging from the participation of individuals and communities at the 



Resisting Global Economic Policies86

local level weave together into alternative global narratives of resistance. 
Accompanying the livestreaming videos at the Occupy sites are parallel 
chat windows where community members participate online to discuss 
their views and ideas, offering another entry point into grassroots narra-
tives. Livestreaming sites such as http://www.livestream.com/occupynyc 
and http://occupystreams.org/item/occupy-london-stock-exchange are 
interlinked under the broader umbrella of Occupy Streams at http://oc-
cupystreams.org/. Ultimately, these alternative values narrated through the 
networks of solidarity across the Occupy movements offer the pathways 
of hope in resisting the global hegemony of neoliberal organizing of the 
economic sector.

Discussion
In summary, throughout this chapter we paid attention to the various 
aspects of discourses and discursive processes through which voices of 
resistance seek to bring about transformations in social, political, and 
economic structures that perpetuate global inequities under neoliberal 
hegemony. In order to depict the voices of resistance within the broader 
backdrop of economic justice, we read the case study of the Occupy Wall 
Street movement. The singular emphasis on OWS for the purposes of this 
chapter was meant to throw additional insights into the communicative 
processes and strategies through which local and global voices of resistance 
interrogate the assumptions and the hegemonic control of neoliberalism. 
OWS is an exemplar of a movement that connects local and global voices 
of resistance in global spheres of solidarity. The resistive voices narrated 
within the broader framework of the Occupy movements growing glob-
ally also point toward the interconnected spheres and issues of resistive 
politics, connecting several spheres of resistance within the broader um-
brella of resistance against neoliberal policies and its hegemonic influence 
over various aspects of political, economic, social, and cultural life. The 
theme of neoliberalism and its economic effects emerge as key themes 
in the Arab Spring, with the protests in Tunisia and Egypt having strong 
undercurrents of resistance against economic policies that have generated 
large-scale unemployment and rising food prices. 



Voices of Resistance 87

Furthermore, as the neoliberal agendas are played out in several state 
responses across the US in passing “right to work” bills, localized forms of 
resistance, emerging in solidarity with national and global movements of 
economic justice, raise their voices in solidarity with the voices of workers 
seeking the legitimacy to organize through unions. The resistance against 
the “right to work” bill in Indiana is performed in solidary among work-
ers and Occupy protestors (Bhattacharya, 2012). Consider, for instance, 
the following depiction of solidarity between the union movement and 
the Occupy movement, depicted in the backdrop of the organizing to “Oc-
cupy the Superbowl” in Indiana:

In the coming days, it will be important to continue to build this fight 
in the streets. If we are to push the politicians into putting the right-
to-work law on an upcoming ballot, then we need collective solidar-
ity actions up and down the state, not just letter writing and call-in 
campaigns to representatives. Occupy activists in every town need to 
reach out to their local unions in order to plan and build actions, and 
unions need to encourage and support the Occupy activists.

The 1 percent builds partnerships with corporations and political 
thugs to break our movements. As the 99 percent, we need to build 
our own solidarities. A strong alliance between organized labor and 
the Occupy movement is needed to stand up to this attack on work-
ers’ rights. (Bhattacharya, 2012)

The voices of resistance put forth in the context of the rights of unions are 
joined in solidarity with the voices of resistance in the Occupy movement. 
In Wisconsin, large-scale direct action and political resistance emerged in 
response to Governor Walker’s proposal to pass a “budget repair” bill (see, 
for instance, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/wisconsin-protests/). 
Through direct action, the occupation of the state capitol, processions, 
protest marches, songs, and slogans, the protestors carry on their voices 
of resistance against the anti-union agendas of the Walker administra-
tion; images of the videos and protests are circulated on YouTube and on 
protest-mobilization sites on Facebook. Spoof performances, such as a 
phone call by a journalist to governor Scott Walker pretending to be Da-
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vid Koch, exposes the underlying agendas of neoliberalization carried on 
by the state; the video spread virally, mobilizing entry points of resistance 
at several sites across the US. The Wisconsin protests, in their solidarity 
with the protests in Tunisia and Egypt, also depict the frameworks of soli-
darity that connect local-global politics. Consider the following excerpt 
(Shapiro, 2011):

On Friday, February 11, at the same hour that the world watched the 
former Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak resign his post, the newly 
appointed Republican Governor of Wisconsin quietly launched a fe-
rocious attack on public sector unions—and the very notion of orga-
nized labor in America.

For nearly fifty years unions have sought to safeguard and advance 
their rights through a process known as collective bargaining, which 
is the most powerful tool labor has for peacefully resolving disputes 
and ensuring workers a voice in negotiations on everything from fair 
wages to safety conditions and sick leave. 

The bill championed by Wisconsin’s governor takes dead aim at this 
process by stripping most state workers of many of their collective 
bargaining rights. Union leaders have responded uproariously, claim-
ing that the bill effectively guts public unions of their most critical 
asset in a state that pioneered many of the fundamental fights for 
worker’s rights. 

The voices of workers offer the narratives of resistance that challenge the 
constraining agendas of the policy:

“We want to say loud and clear: it is not about those concessions,” 
said Mary Bell, president of WEAC. “For my members, it’s about re-
taining a voice in their professions.”

. . . “I think what people need to see in this is that it’s not just an attack 
on public service unions. It’s really a concerted attack by powerful in-
terests that really want to see working class people be brought down,” 
said Rick Badger, the executive director of AFSCME’s Wisconsin 40 
council. “Walker claims there’s nothing to bargain with. The message 
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we need to get out there is that this could not be further from the 
truth.” (Shapiro, 2011)

The depiction of the bill is situated in the backdrop of the wider global 
protests. The resignation of Hosni Mubarak is juxtaposed in the backdrop 
of the agendas of the state in minimizing the spaces for state workers to 
have a voice in discursive spaces. The voices of the union workers and 
union leaders in the discursive space highlight the attack of liberalization 
policies on the rights of workers to have a voice and to have a say in the 
realms of decision making. 

As these issue-networks of resistance depict, matters of economic jus-
tice are intertwined with the consolidation of power in the hands of TNCs, 
thus shaping the communicative processes and logics of participation by 
concentrating political power in the hands of the few. As a result, although 
this chapter is organized specifically around questions of economic jus-
tice, what the narratives point toward are the interconnected spheres of 
political and economic decision making in agriculture, health, poverty, 
environment, and development that offer a broader framework of global 
organizing around neoliberalism. Therefore, as we move through the next 
chapters, we will specifically refer back to the OWS movement in examin-
ing nodes and linkages of global solidarity, especially as these entry points 
to solidarity offer both historical reference points as well as contemporary 
entry points for organizing resistance against neoliberalism.




