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meaning-making amidst communities of resistance, and simultaneously 
engaged these meanings in conversations with my own subjectivities and 
reflections. The meanings that emerge from the spheres of disenfranchise-
ment offer entry points for turning the lens inward, for interrogating the 
logics of the very processes that constitute the hegemony of academic ex-
pertise, and for questioning the nature of oppression that silences avenues 
for participation. Drawing upon the body of work in Subaltern Studies 
that documents the impossibilities of listening to subaltern voices (Spivak, 
1988), the culture-centered project engages with the possibilities fostered 
by co-constructive participation through the presence of subaltern voices 
in discourse, situating itself amidst this dialectical relationship between the 
possibilities and impossibilities of recognition and representation (Dutta 
& Pal, 2010). I am deeply aware that even as I bracket out the voices of 
resistance and comment upon them through my academic insights and 
writing for an academic audience, my writing turns the voices of resistance 
into objects of analysis, and therefore turns subaltern agency into a subject 
of analysis. And yet it is this precise juncture of strategic essentialism that 
offers a collective base for enactments of resistance that connects various 
local sites of struggles into global counter-narratives. 

Figure 1. The culture-centered approach to social change. 
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I dedicate this book to the activists, from the past to the present, and into 
the future, who carry on the light of hope with their tireless conviction that 
the world is going to be a better place through their active participation 
in the global politics of change. In imagining a world that is just and equi-
table, they work every day through ordinary forms of resistance, seeking 
to transform institutional structures of oppression that silence the voices 
of dissidence. This book repays a debt to all the lessons they have offered 
and to the collective wisdom they have created over generations through 
their networks of engagement and political action. The voices of resistance 
that we hear in the pages of this book are also the voices of courage and 
wisdom, offering us guidance for envisioning an alternative world outside 
the narrow confines of neoliberal greed.
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Note Concerning URLs and Images: Due to the nature of the topic, this book 
references a large number of online sources, some of which are contested and 
may appear and disappear for political as well as technical reasons. URLs pro-
vided were working at the time of writing but readers will likely find that some 
links become broken over time. By providing full URLs and additional contex-
tual information, it is hoped that most resources will still be discoverable with 
some creative online exploration. Image captions indicate the source of images. 
Photographs without credits were taken by the author.


