


Purdue Series
in the History of Philosophy

General Editors

Arion Kelkel

Joseph J. Kockelmans
Adriaan Peperzak
Calvin O. Schrag
Thomas Seebohm



An Introduction to
the Philosophy of
Emmanuel Levinas

Adriaan Peperzak

=

Purdue University Press
West Lafayette, Indiana



Copyright ©1993 by Purdue Research Foundation, West Lafayette,
Indiana 47907. All rights reserved. Unless permission is granted, this
material shall not be copied, reproduced, or coded for reproduction by
any electrical, méchanical, or chemical processes, or combination
thereof, now known or later developed.

Printed in the United States of America

Book and cover design by Anita Noble

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Peperzak, Adriaan Theodoor, 1929-

To the other : an introduction to the philosophy of

Emmanuel Levinas / Adriaan Peperzak
p. cm. —(Purdue University series in the history of
philosophy)

Includes French text and English translation of: La phllosophle et
I'idée de l'infini.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 1-55753-023-8 (alk. paper). —ISBN 1-55753-024-6 (pbk. :
alk. paper)

1. Lévinas, Emmanuel. I. Lévinas, Emmanuel. Philosophie et
I’idée de l'infini. English & French. 1992. II. Title. III. Series.
B2430.L484P46 1992
194-dc20 9144845



In memory of
my parents

Margareta Catharina Teppema
and
Adriaan Peperzak






CONTENTS

ix PREFACE
xi List of Abbreviations

1 CHAPTER ONE
The One for the Other

Thought and Existernce

Roots and Traditions

A Global Characterization of
Levinas’s Attitude toward Heidegger’s Thought

Phenomenology

Otherness

The Other and I

The-One-for-the-Other

Equality and Asymmetry

Intersubjectivity and Society

Language and Thought

Time .

God

Method

38 CHAPTER TWO
A Commentary on
“Philosophy and the Idea of the Infinite”

39
49

Autonomy and Heteronomy

The Primacy of the Same, or Narcissism

50 Narcissism and Western Thought

52 The Other As the Calling into Question of Freedom
53 Heideggerian Ontology As a Philosophy of the Same
The Idea of the Infinite

The Idea of the Infinite and the Face of the Other

The Idea of the Infinite As Desire

The Idea of the Infinite and Conscience

73 CHAPTER THREE

Text

“La philosophie et I'idée de 1'Infini”

73
75
80
81
82
84

1. Autonomie et Hétéronomie

II. Le primat du Méme ou le narcissisme
III. L’idée de I'Infini

IV. L’idée de l'infini et le visage d’Autrui
V. L’idée de 'infini comme désir

VI. L’idée de 'infini et la conscience morale



88 CHAPTER FOUR
Text and Commentary
“Philosophy and the Idea of the Infinite”

88 1. Autonomy and Heteronomy
" 94 2. Narcissism, or the Primacy of the Same
105 3. The Idea of the Infinite
108 4. The Idea of the Infinite and the Face of the Other
112 5. The Idea of the Infinite Is Desire
115 6. The Idea of the Infinite and Conscience

120 CHAPTER FIVE
A Key to Totality and Infinity

121 The Preface

130 The Same and the Other
147 Interiority and Economy
161 The Face and Exteriority
192 Beyond the Face

202 Conclusions

209 CHAPTER SIX
Beyond Being

235 SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY
243 INDEX



PREFACE

Since 1961 the work of Emmanuel Levinas has slowly acquired
a pivotal position in the world of philosophy. Notwithstanding
a sort of radical simplicity, its textual difficulty resists any quick
or facile understanding. Having taught several courses on Levi-
nas’s thought in various schools of Europe and America, I wrote
this book in order to facilitate a fruitful reading of his main
philosophical texts. Although even the greatest thinkers have
elicited criticisms from their students—and are not the best stu-
dents, like Aristotle, Spinoza, or Hegel, the sharpest critics of
their masters?—in this book I have not tried to follow the example
of their attempts to transform what they received from their
masters into a new, original philosophy but restricted my com-
mentary, as much as possible, to an explanation of the position,
the main perspectives, the background and the structure of Levi-
nas’s central texts.

In the hope that this introduction, thus, will be able to open
doors to a thought that must be heard and meditated upon, I
want to thank all those who collaborated in the process of its
coming-to-be, especially Joe Flay, David Gandolfo, and Matthew
Pacholec, who refined my English; Peter Rijnhart, who indefati-
gably typed the different versions of my manuscript; Margaret
Hunt, who edited it with great care and skill; and Anita Noble,
who gave my book its handsome appearance.

Some parts of this book are translations, revisions, or new
versions of former articles. Permissions to (re)print were gra-
ciously extended by Kluwer Academic Publishers for permission
to reprint “Philosophy and the Idea of Infinity”’ (from Emmanuel
Levinas, Collected Philosophical Papers, © 1987 by Martinus Nij-
hoff Publishers: 47-60) with some slight changes, and my article
“The One for the Other,” Man and World 24 (1991): 427-59,

I ix
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© 1991 Kluwer Academic Publishers; to Librairie philosophique
J. Vrin for permission to reprint “La philosophie et 1'idée de
I'Infini,” from En découvrant l’existence avec Husserl et Heideg-
ger; to the Revue de Sciences Philosophiques et Théologiques
for permission to print an English version of my article “Une
introduction a la lecture de Totalité et Infini: Commentaire de
‘La philosophie et l'idée de UInfini,’” Revue de Sciences Philoso-
phiques et Théologiques 71 (1987): 191-217; and to Research in
Phenomenology for permission to print a revised English version
of my “Beyond Being: On Emmanuel Levinas, Autrement qu’étre
ou au-dela de l’essence,” Research in Phenomenology 8 (1978):
239-61, whose first, German version appeared in Philosophische
Rundschau 24 (1977): 91-116.

‘Chicago, May 1, 1992
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