CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture
ISSN 1481-4374
Purdue University Press ©Purdue University
Volume 4 (2002) Issue 4

Article 8

" We Got M
Maarried" [[un
unttitled shor
shortt ssttor
oryy]
Rosa Li
Likksom
Helsinki

Follow this and additional works at: http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweb
Part of the Comparative Literature Commons, and the Critical and Cultural Studies Commons
Dedicated to the dissemination of scholarly and professional information, Purdue University Press selects, develops, and
distributes quality resources in several key subject areas for which its parent university is famous, including business,
technology, health, veterinary medicine, and other selected disciplines in the humanities and sciences.
CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture, the peer-reviewed, full-text, and open-access learned journal in the
humanities and social sciences, publishes new scholarship following tenets of the discipline of comparative literature and
the field of cultural studies designated as "comparative cultural studies." Publications in the journal are indexed in the
Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature (Chadwyck-Healey), the Arts and Humanities Citation Index
(Thomson Reuters ISI), the Humanities Index (Wilson), Humanities International Complete (EBSCO), the
International Bibliography of the Modern Language Association of America, and Scopus (Elsevier). The journal is
affiliated with the Purdue University Press monograph series of Books in Comparative Cultural Studies. Contact:
<clcweb@purdue.edu>

Recommended Citation
Liksom, Rosa. ""We Got Married" [untitled short story]." CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture 4.4 (2002):
<http://dx.doi.org/10.7771/1481-4374.1175>
The above text, published by Purdue University Press ©Purdue University, has been downloaded 665 times as of 10/10/14. Note: the
download counts of the journal's material are since Issue 9.1 (March 2007), since the journal's format in pdf (instead of in html
1999-2007).

CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture
ISSN 1481-4374 <http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweb>
Purdue University Press ©Purdue University

CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture (ISSN 1481-4374), the peer-reviewed quarterly of
scholarship in the humanities and social sciences, is published by Purdue University Press ©Purdue
University online in full text and in open access. The journal publishes scholarship following tenets
of the disciplines of comparative literature and cultural studies designated as "comparative cultural
studies" in a global, international, and intercultural context and with a plurality of methods and
approaches: papers for publication are invited to
<http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweb/submit.html>; for the aims and scope of the journal consult
<http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweblibrary/clcwebaims>; for the journal's style guide consult
<http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweblibrary/clcwebstyleguide>. In addition to the publication of
articles, the journal publishes review articles of scholarly books and publishes research material in
its Library Series <http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweblibrary/library>. Work published in the journal
is indexed in the Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature, in the Arts and
Humanities Citation Index, in Humanities International Complete, and in the International
Bibliography of the Modern Language Association of America. CLCWeb is member of The Council of
Editors of Learned Journals <http://www.celj.org> and it is listed in the Directory of Open Access
Journals. CLCWeb is mirrored on the website of the British Comparative Literature Association
<http://www.bcla.org/clcweb/>, it is preserved at research libraries in the Stanford University
lockss system <http://www.lockss.org/lockss/>, and it is archived in the Electronic Collection of
Library and Archives Canada <http://www.collectionscanada.ca/electroniccollection/>. CLCWeb:
Comparative Literature and Culture is affiliated with the Purdue University Press hard-copy
monograph series of Books in Comparative Cultural Studies and selected papers of the journal are
published in thematic annuals in the series
<http://www.thepress.purdue.edu/comparativeculturalstudies.html>.
Contact: <clcweb@purdue.edu>

CLCWeb Volume 4 Issue 4 (December 2002) Article 8
Rosa Liksom, "We Got Married" [untitled short story]
<http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweb/vol4/iss4/8>
Contents of CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture 4.4 (2002)
Thematic Issue Cultural Text Analysis and Liksom's Short Story "We Got Married"
Edited by Urpo Kovala
<<http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweb/vol4/iss4/>>

Rosa Liksom, "We Got Married" [untitled short story].
page 2 of 2
CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture 4.4 (2002): <http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweb/vol4/iss4/8>

Rosa LIKSOM
"We Got Married"
Rosa Liksom, "We Got Married" [untitled short story]. One Night Stands. By Rosa Liksom. Trans.
Anselm Hollo. London & New York: Serpent's Tail, 1993. 80-81.
(We got married on the fourteenth of November and it was all over before the end of the month.
As far as I'm concerned, it was a marriage that was exactly two weeks too long.) I met him at the
Pam Pam where I'd dropped in for a beer with the girls after work. He walked in the door and I
just knew that this was the guy for me. Later in the evening I went to his table and told him hey,
man, let's get it on. We went to my place, but then it turned out there was no way I could get the
creep to leave again. The fucker velcroed himself to me on the basis of that one night. He glued
himself to my bed, snored on while I went to work, and when I came home, the asshole was still
flat on his face. He didn't go to work, didn't go shopping, didn't even take out the fucking garbage.
I put up with all that because I sort of liked him, at least in bed, when he happened to be awake.
He proposed to me a week after we'd met and I said yes because it was fucking freezing
November with nothing doing, not even at the Pam Pam. So I figured that my co-workers and I
would have a nice excuse to party, who cared who the guy was, I'd get married and that was that.
We had the wedding at the Savoy, I wore white, we got a few presents, we got shit-faced, and
everybody thought it was a blast. Then it was back to reality and the same old shit, the guy just
sat around and worked on crossword puzzles and farted. I could have put up with that, too, but
after we'd been married for a week the fucker started whining about his miserable childhood and
his really horrible adolescence and claimed that no one cared about him and that he had no reason
to go on living. I listened to that for a week, every goddamn night, always the same bullshit. And I
had thought I'd gotten myself a real man. So, OK, after that first week of marriage I was a
nervous wreck, and I asked myself, what am I going to do with this creep who just keeps oozing
on like liquid snot? The second week he got worse, started blubbering about the death of some
grandma, twenty years ago. I told him this is it, man, time to pack your bags. He pointed at his
ring. I took mine off and tossed it out the window. He still wouldn't leave. I tried to drag him out
into the stairwell, but the guy was so sick that I couldn't get him to move. I called the cops and
told them to take him away. The cops took a look at me, then they took a look at the guy, and
then they left, and I grabbed a filleting knife and stuck him a couple of times. Shit, the jerk didn't
even try to defend himself, he just up and died in the only bed I have. I called Hesperia hospital
and told them that my husband had committed suicide by stabbing himself in the chest, and then I
went to stay with a girl I knew from work. She calmed me down and told me these things happen.
We drank some coffee and went to work the next morning. That day the cops called me and asked
for details. I told them everything, I said I had gone to the john to read the paper, and when I
came out, the guy had killed himself. They believed every word, and the girls at work said that I
had done the right thing, it was the little shit's own fault, he'd asked for it by clinging to me and
whining like that. Shit, I need a real guy who takes care of things, helps pay off the mortgage,
puts stuff in the refrigerator. Hell, if a guy wants to live with you he's got to take on some
responsibilities.
Rosa Liksom (pseudonym of Anni Ylävaara) is an internationally acclaimed writer and artist. Born
in 1958 in Ylitornio in Finnish Lapland, she studied anthropology at the universities of Helsinki and
Copenhagen and social sciences in Moscow. She has lived in Denmark and Russia for extensive
periods of time and resides now in Helsinki. She has published twelve books -- mainly short fiction
but also two novels -- as well as comic books and her works have been translated into at least
fourteen languages. Liksom has gained renown not only as a writer but also as an absurdist visual
artist. For a brief curriculum vitae and a list of her works, see Rosa Liksom
<http://www.rovaniemi.fi/lapinkirjailijat/rosa/erosa.htm>.

