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Steven TÖTÖSY de ZEPETNEK  

A Selected Bibliography of Works in the Systemic and Empirical,  
Institution, and Field Approaches to Literature and Culture (to 1998)  

This bibliography contains works following the theoretical and methodological premises and 
postulates established in Pierre Bourdieu's Theory of the Literary Field (champ littéraire), Itamar 
Even-Zohar's Polysystem Theory, Niklas Luhmann's Systems Theory when applied to literature, 
and Siegfried J. Schmidt's Empirical Study of Literature (Empirische Literaturwissenschaft). 
Selected seminal works of Jacques Dubois's conceptually related Theory of the Literary Institution 
(l'institution littéraire) are also included. Based on their conceptual affinities and similarities, I 
designated these approaches in English as The Systemic and Empirical Approach to Literature and 
Culture (1993-). The bibliography is aimed at the English-language and principally North American 
literary scholarship where these approaches are less known but now emerging (on the North 
American theoretical landscape, perhaps the "contextual" approach comes closest to the postulates 
of these frameworks). The bibliography is tightly selected in order to provide a basic corpus of 
works for scholars not familiar with these approaches to literary study. It comprises principally 
theoretical and meta-theoretical studies while applications of the frameworks are excluded. 
However, selected works, where a substantial amount of theoretical discussion precedes an 
application, are included. Attention has also been paid to balance important early works of the 
approaches with those published more recently. The bibliography contains works published in 
English, French, and German only. However, it should be noted that there exists a large corpus of 
works in Dutch-, Swedish-, Russian-, Hungarian-, Spanish, Portuguese-, etc., as well as, in smaller 
numbers, in Japanese-, Bulgarian-, Korean-, Czech- and Slovak-, Chinese-, Italian-, Romanian-, 
etc., language scholarship.  

1) A Bibliography of Bibliographies  

    Andrini, S., K. Dammann, A. Hanneforth, and N. Jung. "Gesamtverzeichnis der 
Veröffentlichungen Niklas Luhmanns 1958-1992." Die Verwaltung des politischen Systems. Neuere 
systemtheoretische Zugriffe auf ein altes Thema. Ed. K. Dammann, D. Grunow, and K.P. Japp. 
Opladen: Westdeutscher, 1994. 283-411.  
    Barsch, A., G. Rusch, R. Viehoff, C. Filk, K. Gries, and C. Sawitzki, comps. 
"Auswahlbibliographie." Empirische Literaturwissenschaft in der Diskussion. Ed. A. Barsch, G. 
Rusch, and R. Viehoff. Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 1994. 324-49.  
    Barsch, A., H. Hauptmeier, D. Meutsch, G. Rusch, S.J. Schmidt, and R. Viehoff. "Bibliographie 
deutschsprachiger Veröffentlichungen zur Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft" SPIEL: Siegener 
Periodicum zur Internationalen Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft 1.1 (1982): 123-36.  
    De Berg, H. "Select Annotated Bibliography to Luhmann's Systems Theory and Its Applications 
in Literary Studies." Poetics Today 16.4 (1995): 737-42.  
    Dimic, M.V. and M.K. Garstin. "The Polysystem Theory: A Brief Introduction, with Bibliography." 
Problems of Literary Reception / Problèmes de réception littéraire. Ed. E.D. Blodgett and A.G. 
Purdy. Edmonton: U of Alberta, Research Institute for Comparative Literature, 1988. 186-96.  
    Even-Zohar, I. "Bibliography." Polysystem Studies. By I. Even-Zohar. Special Issue Poetics 
Today 11.1 (Spring 1990): 253-68.  
    Lambert, J. "Translation, Systems and Research: The Contribution of Polysystem Studies to 
Translation Studies." TTR: Traduction, Terminologie, Rédaction 7.1 (1995): 105-52.  
    Tötösy de Zepetnek, S. "Systemic Approaches to Literature -- An Introduction with Selected 
Bibliographies." Canadian Review of Comparative Literature / Revue Canadienne de Littérature 
Comparée 19.1-2 (1992): 21-93.  
   Tötösy de Zepetnek, S. "Bibliography of Work in Contextual (Systemic and Empirical) 
Approaches in Comparative Cultural Studies." CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture 
[Library] [1995-]: <http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/clcweblibrary/systemccsbibliography>.  
    Viehoff, R. "Auswahlbibliographie." Alternative Traditionen. Dokumente zur Entwicklung einer 
Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft. Ed. R. Viehoff. Braunschweig: Vieweg, 1991. 341-61.  

2) Literary Encyclopedia and Dictionary Entries  

    Andringa, E. "Literature: Empirical Studies." The Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics. Ed. 
R.E. Asher. Oxford: Pergamon, 1994. Vol. 4, 2266-71.  
    Andringa, E. "Empirische Literaturwissenschaft." Reallexikon der deutschen Literatur-
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wissenschaft. Ed. K. Weimar, H. Fricke, K. Grubmüller, and J.-D. Müller. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1997. 
Vol. 1, 443-46.  
    Barsch, A. "Empirische Literaturwissenschaft." Literatur-lexikon. Ed. V. Meid. München: 
Bertelsmann, 1992. Vol. 13, 206-09.  
    Dimic, M.V. "The Polysystem Theory." Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory: 
Approaches, Scholars, Terms. Ed. I.R. Makaryk. Toronto: U of Toronto P, 1993. 151-55.  
    Hawthorn, J. "Solution from Above / Below." A Concise Glossary of Contemporary Literary 
Theory. By J. Hawthorn. 2nd ed. London: Edward Arnold, 1994. 193-94.  
    Tötösy de Zepetnek, S. "The Empirical Science of Literature/Constructivist Theory of Literature." 
Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory: Approaches, Scholars, Terms. Ed. I.R. Makaryk. 
Toronto: U of Toronto P, 1993. 36-39.  
    Vulpe, N. "Bourdieu, Pierre Félix." Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory: Approaches, 
Scholars, Terms. Ed. I.R. Makaryk. Toronto: U of Toronto P, 1993. 261-63.  
    Wilpert, G. von. "Empirische Literaturwissenschaft." Sachwörterbuch der Literatur. By G. von 
Wilpert. 7th ed. Stuttgart: Kröner, 1989. 233.  

3) Theoretical and Meta-Theoretical Works  

    Andringa, E. Wandel der Interpretation. Kafkas "Vor dem Gesetz" im Spiegel der Litera-
turwissenschaft. Opladen: Westdeutscher, 1994.  
    Andringa, E., E. Tan, P. van Horssen, and A. Jacobs. "Effects of Focalization in Film Narration." 
Tötösy and Sywenky 203-15.  
    Angenot, M., D. Saint-Jacques, and A. Viala, eds. La Littérature comme objet social. Special 
issue of Discours social / Social Discourse: Analyse du discours et sociocritique des textes / 
Discourse Analysis and Sociocriticism of Texts 7.3-4 (1995).  
    Barsch, A. "Young People Reading Popular/Commercial Fiction." Tötösy and Sywenky 371-83.  
    Barsch, A., G. Rusch, and R. Viehoff, eds. Empirische Literaturwissenschaft in der Diskussion. 
Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 1994.  
    Bassnett, S. and A. Lefevere, eds. Translation, History, Culture. London: Pinter, 1990.  
    Beekman, K., ed. Institution and Innovation. Amsterdam: Rodopi, 1994.  
    Berger, P.L. and T. Luckmann. The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of 
Knowledge. New York: Doubleday, 1966.  
    Blom, T., and T. Nijhuis. "Sinn und Kunst. Die Umarmung Niklas Luhmanns durch die 
Literaturtheorie und Kunstgeschichte." De Berg and Prangel 1995. 247-74.  
    Bohn, C. Habitus und Kontext. Ein kritischer Beitrag zur Sozialtheorie Bourdieus. Opladen: 
Westdeutscher, 1991.  
    Blai, M. "The Understanding of Metaphor by Elementary School Students." Tötösy and Sywenky 
385-91.  
    Bourdieu, P. "Champ intellectuel et projet créateur." Les Temps modernes 246 (1966).  
    Bourdieux, P. "Le Marché des biens symboliques." L'Année sociologique (1971): 49-126.  
    Bourdieu, P. "Production de la croyance." Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales 13 (1977): 
3-43.  
    Bourdieu, P. La Distinction. Critique sociale du jugement. Paris: Minuit, 1979.  
    Bourdieu, P. Questions de sociologie. Paris: Minuit, 1980.  
    Bourdieu, P. "The Field of Cultural Production, or: The Economic World Reversed." Poetics: 
Journal of Empirical Research on Literature, the Media and the Arts 12 (1983): 311-55.  
    Bourdieu, P. Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste. Trans. R. Nice. Cambridge: 
Harvard UP, 1984a.  
    Bourdieu, P. "The Economy of Practices." Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste. 
Trans. R. Nice. London: Routledge, 1984b. 97-256.  
    Bourdieu, P. "The Social Space and the Genesis of Groups." Theory and Society 14.6 (1985): 
723-44.  
    Bourdieu, P. "Codification." In Other Words: Essays Towards a Reflexive Sociology. By P. 
Bourdieu. Trans. Matthew Adamson. Cambridge: Polity P, 1990. 76-86.  
    Bourdieu, P. "Le Champ littéraire." Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales 89 (1991): 3-46.  
    Bourdieu, P. Réponses. Pour une anthropologie réflexive. Paris: Seuil, 1992a.  
    Bourdieu, P. Les Règles de l'art. Genèse et structure du champ littéraire. Paris: Seuil, 1992b.  
    Bourdieu, P. Raisons pratiques. Sur la théorie de l'action. Paris: Seuil, 1994.  
    Bourdieu, P. The Rules of the Art: Genesis and Structure of the Literary Field. Cambridge: Polity 
P, 1996.  
    Bourdieu, P., and H. Haacke. Libre-échange. Paris: Seuil, 1994.  
    Brubaker, R. "Rethinking Classical Theory: The Sociological View of Pierre Bourdieu." Theory 
and Society 14.6 (1985): 745-75.  
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    Cattrysse, P. "Polysystem Theory and Cultural Studies." Canadian Review of Comparative 
Literature / Revue Canadienne de Littérature Comparée 24.1 (1997): 49-55.  
    Cha, B. "Problems in the Reception of German Literature in Korea and Prospects for 
Intercultural Communication." Tötösy and Sywenky 217-23.  
    Chartier, R. "Social Figuration and Habitus: Reading Elias." Cultural History. Between Practices 
and Representations. By R. Chartier. Cambridge: Polity P, 1988. 71-94.  
    Cupchik, G.C. "Identification as a Basic Problem for Aesthetic Reception." Tötösy and Sywenky 
11-22.  
    Cupchik, G.C. and J. László, eds. Emerging Visions of the Aesthetic Process: Psychology, 
Semiology, and Philosophy. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1992.  
    Dahab, E.F. "On the Making of a Book: An Author's Perspective of the Literary System." Tötösy 
and Sywenky 225-54.  
    De Berg, H. "A Systems Theoretical Perspective on Communication." Poetics Today 16.4 (1995): 
709-36.  
    De Berg, H. "Reception Theory or Preception Theory?" (1997) Tötösy and Sywenky 23-30.  
    De Berg, H. "Communication as Challenge to Systems Theory." Canadian Review of 
Comparative Literature / Revue Canadienne de Littérature Comparée 24.1 (1997): 141-51.  
    De Berg, H., and J. Hoogeveen. "Die Andersartigkeit der Vergangenheit. Eine kritische 
Auseinandersetzung mit der radikal-konstruktivistischen Literaturhistoriographie." de Berg and 
Prangel 1995. 187-212.  
    De Berg, H., and M. Prangel, eds. Kommunikation und Differenz. Systemtheoretische Ansätze in 
der Literatur- und Kunstwissenschaft. Opladen: Westdeutscher, 1993.  
    De Berg, H., and M. Prangel, eds. Differenzen. Systemtheorie zwischen Dekonstruktion und 
Konstruktivismus. Tübingen: Francke, 1995a.  
    De Berg, H., and M. Prangel, eds. Systemtheorie und Hermeneutik. Tübingen: Francke, 1997.  
    Deltcheva, R. " Totalitarian Journalism from a Systemic and Dialogic Perspective: The Case of 
Bulgaria." Tötösy and Sywenky 227-43.  
    Dijk, N. van and Jeroen K. Vermunt. "Literary Careers and Critical Reputation: A Longitudinal 
Study." Tötösy and Sywenky 255-65.  
    Dimic, M.V. "Friedrich Schlegel's and Goethe's Suggested Models of Universal Poetry and World 
Literature and Their Relevance for Present Debates about Literature as System." Proceedings of 
the XIth Congress of the International Comparative Literature Association. Paris 1985. Ed. G. 
Gillespie. New York: Peter Lang, 1991. 39-50.  
    Dimic, M.V. "Space and Boundaries of Literature According to Russian Formalism, the Prague 
School, and the Polysystem Theory." Proceedings of the XIIth Congress of the International 
Comparative Literature Association. München 1988. Ed. R. Bauer, D. Fokkema, and M. de Graat. 
München: Iudicium, 1990. Vol. 5. 30-35.  
    Dubois, J. L'Institution de la littérature. Introduction à une sociologie. Bruxelles: Labor, 1978.  
    Dubois, J. "L'Institution littéraire. Autonomie relative, facteurs de structuration." Revue de 
l'institut de sociologie 3-4 (1980): 643-50.  
    Dubois, J. "Analyse de l'institution littéraire: quelques points de repère." Pratiques 32 (1981): 
122-30.  
    Dubois, J. "Champ, appareil ou institution? (Note)." Sociocriticism 2 (1985): 25-30.  
    Dubois, J. "L'Art administré. Mécénat d'État, commissions consultatives et novation." Beekman 
55-66.  
    Dubois, J. and P. Durand. "Literary Field and Classes of Texts." Literature and Social Practice. 
Ph. Desan, P.P. Ferguson, and W. Griswold. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1989. 137-53.  
    Esteves, R. "Discourse Genres in Nineteenth-Century Portuguese Newspapers and Literary 
Journals." Tötösy and Sywenky 267-77.  
    Estivals, R., J. Meyriat, and F. Richaudeau, eds. Les Sciences de l'écrit. Encyclopédie 
internationale de bibliologie. Paris: Retz, 1993.  
    Even-Zohar, Itamar. For a large number of electronic versions of papers (incl. many below), go 
to Itamar Even-Zohar's Site (http://www.tauac.il/~itamarez [inactive] and 
http://members.iol.co.il/itamarez[inactive])  
    Even-Zohar, I. "The Function of the Literary Polysystem in the History of Literature." Papers in 
Historical Poetics. Ed. I. Even-Zohar and B. Hrushovski. Tel Aviv: The Porter Institute for Poetics 
and Semiotics, 1978. 11-13.  
    Even-Zohar, I. "The Position of Translated Literature Within the Literary Polysystem." Literature 
and Translation: New Perspectives in Literary Studies. Ed. J.S. Holmes, J. Lambert, and R. van den 
Broeck. Leuven: Acco, 1978. 21-27.  
    Even-Zohar, I. "Universals of Literary Contacts." Functional Studies in Language and Literature. 
Ed. F. Coppieters and D. Goyvaerts. Ghent: Story-Scientia, 1978. 5-15.  
    Even-Zohar, I. "Polysystem Theory." Poetics Today 1.1-2 (1979): 287-310.  
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    Even-Zohar, I. "Translation Theory Today: A Call for Transfer Theory." Poetics Today 2.4 
(1981): 1-7.  
    Even-Zohar, I. "Funktionswandel und Sinnentleeerung." Zeitschrift für Semiotik 5 (1983): 220-
27.  
    Even-Zohar, I. "The Quest for Laws and Its Implication for the Future of the Science of 
Literature." The Future of Literary Scholarship. Ed. Gy.M. Vajda and J. Riesz. New York: Peter 
Lang, 1986. 75-79.  
    Even-Zohar, I. Polysystem Studies. Special Issue of Poetics Today 11.1 (1990).  
    Even-Zohar, I. "Factors and Dependencies in Culture: A Revised Outline for Polysystem Culture 
Research." Canadian Review of Comparative Literature / Revue Canadienne de Littérature 
Comparée 24.1 (1997): 15-34.  
    Even-Zohar, I. and G. Toury, eds. Theory of Translation and Intercultural Relations. Special 
Issue of Poetics Today 2.4 (1981).  
    Flood, B. and N. Romm, eds. Critical Systems Thinking: Current Research and Practice. Hull: U 
of Hull, Department of Management Systems and Sciences, 1997.  
    Fokkema, D. "Questions épistemologiques." Théorie littéraire, problèmes et perspectives. Ed. 
Angenot, M., J. Bessière, D. Fokkema, and E. Kushner. Paris: PU de France, 1989. 325-51.  
    Fokkema, D. "The Systems-Theoretical Perspective in Literary Studies: Arguments for a 
Problem-Oriented Approach."  
Canadian Review of Comparative Literature / Revue Canadienne de Littérature Comparée 24.1 
(1997): 177-85.  
    Fornäs, J. "Systems and Institutions." Cultural Theory and Late Modernity. By J. Fornäs. 
London: Sage, 1995. 66-77.  
    Fraassen, B.C. van. The Scientific Image. Oxford: Clarendon, 1980.  
    Francoeur, M. Confrontations. Jalons pour une sémiosis comparative des textes littéraires. 
Sherbrooke: Naaman, 1985.  
    Frank, A.P. "`Translation as System' and Übersetzungskultur. On Histories and Systems in the 
Study of Literary Translation." New Comparison 8 (1989): 85-98.  
    Fuchs, Peter. Niklas Luhmann -- beobachtet. Eine Einführung in die Systemtheorie. Opladen: 
Westdeutscher, 1992.  
    García-Berrio, A. A Theory of the Literary Text. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1992.  
    Geest, D. de. "Systems Theory and Discursivity." Canadian Review of Comparative Literature / 
Revue Canadienne de Littérature Comparée 24.1 (1997): 161-75.  
    Geldof, K. La Voix et l'événement. Pour une analytique du discour métalittéraire. Leuven: PU de 
Leuven / Toronto: Balzac, 1993.  
    Geldof, K. "Autorité, lecture, réflexivité. Pierre Bourdieu et le jugement esthétique de Kant." 
Littérature 98 (1995): 97-124.  
    Geldof, K. Analytiques du sens. Essais sur la sociologie de la culture. Leuven: Peeters, 1996.  
    Geldof, K. "Du champ (littéraire). Ambiguïtés d'une manière de faire sociologique." Canadian 
Review of Comparative Literature / Revue Canadienne de Littérature Comparée 24.1 (1997): 77-
89.  
    Gentzler, E. " Polysystem Theory and Translation Studies." Contemporary Translation Theories. 
By E. Gentzler. London: Routledge, 1993. 105-43.  
    Ghesquiere, R. "The Reading Behaviour of Maroccan, Turkish, and Italian Children in Flanders." 
Tötösy and Sywenky 393-405.  
    Glasersfeld, E. von. "Farewell to Objectivity." Systems Research: The Official Journal of the 
International Federation for Systems Research 13.3 (1996): 279-86.  
    Graesser, A., Cheryl Bowers, Brent Olde, and Mary Chen. "Remembering Who Said What in 
Short Stories." Tötösy and Sywenky 407-21.  
    Graves, B. "Literary Reading and the Role of Domain-Specific and Generic Literary Knowledge." 
Tötösy and Sywenky 423-36.  
    Groeben, N. "The Empirical Study of Literature and Literary Evaluation." Poetics: Journal of 
Empirical Research on Literature, the Media and the Arts 10.4-5 (1981): 381-94.  
    Groeben, N. "From Theory to Practice: The Program of Empirical Research in the German 
Science of Literature 1972-1977." Poetics Today 2 (1981): 159-69.  
    Groeben, N. Leserpsychologie. Textverständnis -- Textverständlichkeit. Münster: Aschendorff, 
1982.  
    Groeben, N. "Methodologischer Aufriß der Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft. Das 
Rekonstruktions- und Reformpotential der Empirie-Konzeption in der Literaturwissenschaft." 
SPIEL: Siegener Periodicum zur Internationalen Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft 1 (1982): 26-
89.  
    Groeben, N. "The Function of Interpretation in an Empirical Science of Literature." Poetics: 
Journal of Empirical Research on Literature, the Media and the Arts 12.2-3 (1983): 219-38.  
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    Groeben, N. "Meta-Theoretical Problems of Psychoanalytical Interpretation of Literature." 
Poetics: Journal of Empirical Research on Literature, the Media and the Arts 13.4-5 (1984): 407-
20.  
    Groeben, N. "Rezeption als Konstruktion. Das Prinzip der `Sinnkonstanz' am Beispiel von 
Ironie." Psychologische Aspekte des Verstehens. Ed. J. Engelkamp. Berlin: Springer, 1984. 185-
201.  
    Groeben, N. "Empirisierung der Literaturwissenschaft: Theorie- oder Methodenzentriertheit?" 
SPIEL: Siegener Periodicum zur Internationalen Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft 4.1 (1985): 
117-33.  
    Groeben, N. Handeln, Tun, Verhalten als Einheiten einer verstehend-erklärenden Psychologie. 
Tübingen: Gunter Narr, 1986.  
    Groeben, N. "Verstehen, Erklären, Bewerten in einer Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft." 
Rezeptionsforschung zwischen Hermeneutik und Empirik. Ed. E. Ibsch and D.H. Schram. 
Amsterdam: Rodopi, 1987. 65-106.  
    Groeben, N. "Das Konzept der Text-Leser-Interaktion in der Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft." 
SPIEL: Siegener Periodicum zur Internationalen Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft 8.2 (1989): 
255-73.  
    Groeben, N. "Der Paradigma Anspruch der Empirischen Literaturwissenschaft." Empirische 
Literaturwissenschaft in der Diskussion. Ed. A. Barsch, G. Rusch, and R. Viehoff. Frankfurt: 
Suhrkamp, 1994. 21-38.  
    Groeben, N. and M. Schreier. "Descriptive vs. Prescriptive Aspects of the Concept of Literature 
(Taking the Polyvalence Convention as an Example)." Empirical Approaches to Literature. Ed. 
Gebhard Rusch. Siegen: Siegen U, LUMIS, 1995. 319-24.  
    Groeben, N. and P. Vorderer. Leserpsychologie: Lesemotivation -- Lektürewirkung. Münster: 
Aschendorff, 1988.  
    Groeben, N. and P. Vorderer. "Immer noch `Lesealter'? Einflußfaktoren des Leseinteresses: 
individuelle Lesecharakteristika." Literatur-Erwerb. Kinder lesen Texte und Bilder. Ed. P. Conrady. 
Frankfurt: dispa, 1989. 18-25.  
    Groeben, N., ed. Rezeption und Interpretation: ein interdisziplinärer Versuch am Beispiel der 
'Hasenkatastrophe' von R. Musil. Tübingen: Narr, 1981.  
    Guillén, C. Literature as System: Essays toward the Theory of Literary History. Princeton: 
Princeton UP, 1971.  
    Hakemulder, J. "Effects of Literature: A Review." Tötösy and Sywenky 31-50.  
    Halász, L. Dem Leser auf der Spur. Literarisches Lesen als Forschen und Entdecken. Zur 
Sozialpsychologie des literarischen Verstehens. Braunschweig: Vieweg, 1993.  
    Halász, L. "Literary Reading as a Bi-Directional Process." Tötösy 1996a. 330-35.  
    Halász, L. "Literary vs. Historical Text Processing: A Comparative Study of Emotional Efffect." 
Tötösy and Sywenky 437-52.  
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